THE    STAR-SPANGLED    MANNER
savour of amorous conquest, to 'take your partner
out* only called up for me a vision of a quiet exit
from a ballroom, and when I heard the phrase *an
established minor* I could think of nothing but
Jackie Coogan. For if ever there was an established
minor, it is he. And so, I set out under false colours.
But I do not regret it* For I set out with a genius - a
genius, too, who had an immense savour for life.
And I set out in a special train. What more could
any man desire?
Otto Kahn is one of the few men who is often
worthy of a Boswell, and I am temperamentally un-
fitted for acting in that capacity. However, I have a
fair memory, and I shall never forget one of the first
things he ever said to me:
'I always talk about art to business men, and about
business to artists. That is why I still have a certain
reputation for wisdom in both camps.*
Nobody but my aforementioned millionaire of
fiction could possibly have said that. It is the remark
of a born dilietante. But the dilletante, in this case,
happens to have succeeded, against tremendous odds,
in both fields of endeavour, and for that reason, his
words have weight* For that reason, also, I shall try
to reproduce some of them.
One day we were talking, in general terms, about
freedom. I had encountered one of those little re-
strictions on one's personal liberty which are not un-
common in America, and I was irritated. Otto Kahn
answered me in these words:
'I don't know why you should be irritated. You
seem to forget that America is only fifty years old*